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Global consumption of aquatic food 2000-2030
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Source: OECD/FAO (2021), ''OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook OECD Agriculture statistics (database)'', http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/agr-outl-dataen.

Year Global forecasts
2027 52% Contribution of aquaculture farms production to the total quantities 

produced for consumption
2030 21.2 kg/year per capita consumption rate of aquatic food
2030 201 million tons of global aquaculture production from farms
2030 2.1% annual increase rate in global production
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Aquatic consumption in the United Arab Emirates (year 2022)

According to FAO statistics for the year 2022, the UAE consumes 220 thousand tons of fish annually:

FAO. The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2022.Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations: Rome, Italy, 2022. 

❑75% (165,000 tons) imported

❑23% (50,600 tons) natural fishing

❑2% (4,400 tons) aquaculture
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ADAFSA’s Strategic Map

4/15/2024 جميع الحقوق محفوظة لهيئة أبوظبي للزراعة والسلامة الغذائية©  3

ADAFSA is the local 
authority responsible for 
agriculture, food safety, 
food security, and 
biosecurity in the emirate. It 
aims to develop a sector 
with sustainable 
development in the field of 
agriculture, food safety, and 
the protection of plant and 
animal health, in a way that 
contributes to enhancing 
biosecurity and achieving 
food security.

LAW NO. (7) of 2019 
Establishing Abu Dhabi 
Agriculture and Food Safety 
Authority

Vision

Values

Mission

Global leadership in food security

Enhance food security through the development of a sustainable development sector in the field 
of agriculture, food safety, and biosecurity by providing innovative services  and the exploitation 
of investment

CollaborationProfessionalism InnovationEfficiency Flexibility

Development 

and 

sustainability of 

aquaculture in 

the Emirate
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ADAFSA & Aquaculture: Regulations and Decrees
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Decree No. (9) of 2020 issuing the 
regulation of small animal production 
units on farms in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi

Decree No.(8) Of 2020 issuing the 
regulation of sanitary and technical 
requirements for commercial animal 
establishments in the emirate of Abu 
Dhabi
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ADAFSA & Aquaculture: Statistics of aquaculture farms in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi
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Production of Aquaculture Farms in the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi (tons/year) during 

the period 2017-2022

Types of fish and fingerlings produced in farms 2022

Grouper 

fingerlings

(million)

Shrimp 

seeds

(million)

Sturgeon 

meat

(Ton)

Caviar

(Ton)

Supreme

(Ton)

Seabass

(Ton)

Shrimp 

(Ton)

Grouper 

(Ton)

Tilapia 

(Ton)

0.20 40 15 4 80 15 130 34 93

The number of licensed aquaculture 

farms in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi has 

reached 21 farms by 2022. 

• Grouper, Seabream, Seabass, Caviar 

and Sturgeon meat using a high-tech  

Recycling Aquaculture System 

(RAS), in addition to white shrimp 

in liner ponds.

• Tilapia in integrated aquaculture 

systems (fish + agricultural 

products) using a simplified water 

recycling systems and traditional 

ponds.
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▪ In implementation of the initiation of Aquaculture
program, ADAFSA has included in its strategic plan a
program aimed at developing aquaculture to enhance the
food security in coordination with the Environment
Agency - Abu Dhabi and other stakeholders by:
1. Growing and cultivating targeted and high-value species of aquatic

organisms.
2. Contributes to achieving food security and economic growth.
3. Enhance the natural stock of marine organisms.
4. Investment in the field of aquaculture.
5. Manufacture of production inputs locally.
6. Determine the appropriate aquaculture technologies for the

emirate’s conditions.
▪ The program aims to transform the aquaculture sector to

be sustainable by:
1. Increase the local production
2. Plans, regulations and policy making
3. Capability building and R&D support
4. Partnerships

ADAFSA & Aquaculture: Aquaculture and Fisheries Program



Public

ADAFSA & Aquaculture: Key Performance Indicators

• Increase the production of the 
existing farms

• Increase number of farms
Production
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• Control notifiable diseases
• Develop laboratory analysis for 

routine and notifiable diseases

Health and 
Disease 
Control

• Finding financing sources
• Providing marketing channels for 

producers

Finance & 
Marketing

• Updating and issuing new legislation 
and regulations 

Legislation & 
Regulations

• Building staff’s, farmers and investors 
capabilities program in line with the 
objectives of  the Aquaculture 
Model and Research Center

Capability 
Building

• Developing a central database for 
aquaculture in the Emirate

Data and 
technology

• Conducting applied research and 
test of modern technologies 
according to the climate of the 
emirate facilities

Research & 
Development
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ADAFSA & Aquaculture: Control & Awareness

4/15/2024 جميع الحقوق محفوظة لهيئة أبوظبي للزراعة والسلامة الغذائية©  8



Public

ADAFSA & Aquaculture: Investment 

4/17/2024 جميع الحقوق محفوظة لهيئة أبوظبي للزراعة والسلامة الغذائية©  9

1. Evaluating the technical feasibility of the project.

2. Evaluating the economic feasibility of the project.

3. Land leasing in coordination with the relevant authorities.

4. Evaluating the suitability of farms for aquaculture.

2020 – 2023                      Aquaculture Investment Projects

Total Capital 906,692,760 Dhs
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ADAFSA & Aquaculture: Model Farm & Research Center 
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Thank you
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